








NILES WEEKLY REGISTER. 





New sents. No.] —Vor.XII.] 


—_—_— 





BALTIMORE, MARCH 8, 1823. 


[No. 1—Vor,XX1V. Waotz x0.599 








utile 
lien 


THE PAST—-THE PRESENT——FOR THE FUTURE. 





EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY 4H. NILES, AT $5 PEA ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 








iprhe present number commences a new vo- 
jume—a proper time for making new subscriptions, 
which the editor hopes, through the aid of his 
friends, may be numerous. He also indulges an 
expectution that the “essential oil” will not be ne- 
giected by his old or new customers. 





(“PThis sheet, like the last, is chiefly given up to 
record some of the last doings of the seventeenth 
congress, now dead and unlamented. Hereafter we 
saali. have room to give to our paper a more miscel- 
lancous, and periaps, more agreeable character. 

Domestic coons, Mr. John R. Brinckle advertises 
in the Wilmington (Del.) Watchman, nearly 50,000 

yards of different kinds of domestic goods on hand 
for sale, . He receives from the weavers employed 


by hium.aa average of about nine hundred yards per 
day. 





MaSTEeR AND aPpRenTice. A case was lately de- 
cided at New York, which goes to establish the law, 
that a minor cannot be bound and held to service 
for a longer time than his arrival at the age of 21 
years, even though he himself, and his parents or 
guardians, may be privy to an imposition on the mas 
ter in respect to age, to induce the latier to receive 
him. It was understood, however, that the master 
was competent to seek redress of the parent or 
guardian, if they had. property to respond; but it 
was intimated, that minors bound out by overseers 
of the poor, would be generally held: to serve the 
time stipulated though such overseers may have 
mistaken their ages, having availed themselves of 


the best information in their power to ascertain 
them. 





Guxrowper, The export of this article is con- 
siderable, yet only 70,000 lbs. was imported last 
year. A few years since, ten times that quantity 
was received from Holiand alone. There is instruc- 
tion in this matter. It is worth an item in the mie- 
morandum books of those who expect that the go 
veroement of the United States can be sustained by 
‘ae receipt and consumption of foreign goods. 


Paren. The Philadelphia Columbian Observer 
saye—it is a curious fact, but nevertheless true, 
that some of the letter paper used by the senate of 
the United States, contains in its water mark, the 
motto—NViupoleon Einpereur et roi—1813. 


op We venture to hope that this paper is some 
part of a considerable stock of the foreign article 
which was purchased for the use of congress some 
years ago—we are told that the supplies, for some 
time past, have been furnished by our own mills. 

InLanpD NavicaTiION. A boat, capable of carry 
ing four hundred barrels, has arrived at Molnie 
after the following veyage: she was built at Pitts. 
burg, took in a cargo for Vasheille which she dis 
charged, and thereat received one for Vew Orleans 
—a part of this not coming to a good market, the 
ownefts proceeded with the boat down the Missis- 
Sippi, came out above the Balize, and crossed over 


the gulf to Modile, where they arrived all well. She 
Von, XXIV.——1. 
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is about 65 feet long and 12 wide amid ships, with 
a slight roof over her for the protection of the 
cargo. The editor of the Mobile paper says “she 
has the appearance of being as unfit an instrument. 
as a horse trough would be, to venture to sea in.” 


have been as likely to believe that a canal would 


with rum and molasses from the old lady’s rivers 
and lakes, to fleat barges upon, as that flour and. 
bacon should be brought to Mobile, all the way by 
water, from the back of Virginia, as they giow 
quently are. 
worked within a few years, in the way of steam 
power, canals, &c. that there is some probability 
of our being enabled, ere long, to make passages 
from the Mexican gulf, along the Atlantic coast to 
New England, in steatn boats, and return, by way 
of the western states, in the same vessel we startin, 
without being subjected to a singie mile of jalt- 
ing.” 


—_———— 


“Harp Times” in England—the late papers give 


with halters round their necks, at the public mar- 
kets—some for 5s, others for more. One Jady au- 
thorized a hostler to bid 1.20 for her, having some 
resources of her own: but this sale was interrupted 
by some officers of the law. 


eer 


Marrianp. Apportionment of the state tax for 
1823: 7 
Worcester county $1,964 
Somerset 2,216 
Dorchestér 2,204 
Talbot 1,656 
Caroline 900 
Queen-Ann’s 2,252 
Kent 1,686 
Cecil 2,380 
Hlartord 2,140 
Baltimore city and county 19,468 
Anne Arundle 3,924 
Prince George’s 3,076 
Calvert 964 
St. Mary’s ; 1,530 
Charlies 2,696 
Montgomery 2,044 
Frederick 5,668 
Washington 2,948 
Alleghany 948 


Caroline, Calvert and Allegany pay an average 
of 234 dollars for each member in the house of de- 
legates; Talbot, Kent and St, Mary’s €10; all the 
rest, an averare of about 600, except Frederick, 
which pays 1417, and Baltimore, whose rate of tax. 
ation is as 3244 dollars to one delegate: separating 
the city from the county, the former pays seven 
thousand dollars for each of itstwo delega' cs; or 
as much f-r one member_as six counties pay for 
twenty four members. This 1s “political justice”— 
in Maryland. 


Distaicr or Conumnia. If the time of con- 
gress is to be valued at what it costs the people in 





reasonably estimated, we apprehend, that more 


And adds, “A few years ago intelligent, men would - 


be cut along the Alleghany ridge, and supplied +». 
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us several accounts of persons selling their wives, 


their money disbursed at the treasury, it may be” 
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than fifty thousand dollars worth of time is annually 
consumed in and about the concerns of the district, 
and yet its affairs, (as seems to be generally admit- 
ted), are badly attended to. The debates, &c. 
concerning the bill to extend the charter of the 





large the jurisdiction of justices of the peace, wast-. 
ed more time than was expended, periiaps, on the’ 
local concerns of half a scure of the states. 


If for this cost and inconvenience, the district pre- 


sented a body of people so happily coverned that 
domestic and foreign legislators should be compel. | 
led to esteem the laws as models for imitation, 
no one would be dissatisfied with the resu!'- vt 
whea the fact is, that the citizens are aisfranc ised 


and without a code of laws of their awn adapicd co 
their peculiar wants and condition, there is noting | 
to ease off the incumbrance—no light to relieve the | 
sombre picture that is offered to us, ‘The people 
are able to take care of themselves, so far as it re- 
gards their own loca! matters, and we hope the 
time is at hand when tiey will be authorized to es. 
tablish a territorial iegislature, under such provisions 
as shall be thought expedient to restrain them from 
involving the right or property of the United States 
within the ten miles square. For the privilege of 
making their own laws for their own personal go- 
vernment, they would cheerfully pay the cost of a 
local legislative body, &c. and the nation would 
thereby be relreved of what is a serious expense 
and obstruction to business, both annually increas- 
ing as the population advances. 





Krxyuckr. We should suppose, from the fol- 
Jowing singular notice, addressed io the president, 
directors and company of the Bank of Kentucky, that 
that bank has issued an order for the payment of 
the debts due te it, either in its own notes or some 
other bank notes, (or specie), as it is willing to ac- 
cept. By the ‘currency of the country” we un- 
derstand the bills of the Bank of the Commonwealth, 
and we cannot see how Mr. O’Bonnor, who is re- 
presented as having been a member of the legisia- 
ture of the state, &c. can reconcile himself to the 
course that he bas adopted, unless the paper loan- 
ed to him was of that description which he calls the 
‘currency of the country;” the evils of «which are to 
come, in tis appreciating value, through fery puri- 
fications. But this is necessary, that “even a rem- 
nant may be saved.” 

sGentlemen—I am your debtor, and am entirely 
willing to discharge the same: provided you agree 
to take the currency of the country, such money as 
the state has made for the payment of debts: but so 
long as your present order exists I most solemnly 
declare, that 1 will not pay you one dollar, not even 
the interest, and thus publicly give notice to all 
sheriffs, constables, bailiffs, marshals and their depu- 
ties, that if they do serve any precept on me, pre 
paratory to coercion, that I will as soon thereafter | 
as I can, put a period to their earthly career—for I 





pressive, or impracticable orders ought to be repel. 
led with force.” — Russelville Weekly Messenger. 





Gsoncra. The legislature of this state, believing 
that “it does not comport with justice or expedi- 
ency to deprive innocent and helpiess women and 
children of the mcans of subsistence,”’ have passed 
an act exempting from levies and sale, on account 
o* debts contracted after the first day of March inst. 
the following articles, viz: “two beds and bedding, 





common bedsteads, a spinning wheel and two pair 
of cards, a loom, and cow and calf, common tools of 


—— ~——— Comer ew 
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his trade, and ordinary cooking utensils, and ten 
dollars worth of provisions; and vesting the pro- 
perty of the same in the inferior court, to be appro- 
priated to the benefit and use of the family, as long 


i | as the defendant shall remain insolvent. 
Mechanics’ bank of Alexandria, and on that to en- | | 


Amount of lands to which the Indian. title has 
been extinguished in Georgia, since the articles of 
agreeinent and cession, 24th April 1802. 

The title of the Creek Indians to 14,634,800 acres, 
besides a quantity by the treaty of June 16, 1802, 
the amount of which is not ascertained. 

The title of the Cherokees to 995,510 acres has 


also been extinguished. Total acres, so far as the 
amount is known, 


15,630,116 
The Creck nation yet claims about 6,087,840 
Cherokees 9,766,290 


The cost of these lands, for annuities paid and 
erwise, bas amounted to about the sum of a mil. 
hon aod 9 half of dollars—and the period of seve- 
rai ot the annuities has not yet expired; but some of 
the treaties embraced considerable portions of land 
in Alabama, Tennessee and North Carolina, and 
the amovut paid specially for the cessions in Geor- 
gia cannot be stated. 





Wirmrineton, Der, in 1775, as appears by an old 
orderly book, kept by a British officer, contained 
1172 white and 57 colored persons. The last cen. 
sus returned 4319 white and 954 colored pecple. 





Consumption. A comparison of the bills of mor- 
tality for the several cities named below, gives us 
the following results: 


Whole no. deaths. Of consumption, Proportion. 
Salem . 225 33 1 out of 7 


Boston 1,203 166 1 7 
New York 3,251 624 1 5 
Philadelphia 3,591 548 1 64 
Baltimore ae 296 1 8 
Washington 296 44 1 64 
Charleston 925 156 1 6 





Banx aT New Horr, Pa. We have the report 
of the committee appointed by the company to exa- 
mine into the affairs of this bank—it exhibits as 
pure a picture of deliberate rascality as we have 
ever met with. The committee think it possible 
that the debts of the bank may be paid, but give 
out an idea that the stockholders will make a total 
loss! The whole of the funds of this institution do 
not appear to have been quite large encugh for the 
private business of the president, William Maris by 
name, 


Taz Saaxers were first known in England in 
1747, and in this country in 1776. At present, as 
appears by an article in the North American Re- 
view, there are 14 or more societies inthis country, 
and the whole number of Shakers is computed to 
be 6,000 in the United States. They devote them- 
selves almost exclusively to agricultural pursuits, | 
and their lands, which are held in common, are 
valued at about $800,000. 

Aaron Connoza, whoresides at Gibraltar, is cal- 
led “the king of the Jews” (of which sect he 1s 
one), on account of his munificence. He is repre- 
sented as possessing a princely fortune which he 
disburses with unexampled benevolence, to dis- 
tressed objects of alldescriptions. He lives in the 
most elegant mansion on the rock, and is said ne- 
ver to have been excelled in the extent of his ge- 
nercsitys 
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Tar Fannixas. From the Philadelphia Union.— 
We have now before us the petition of Mary Fan- 
ning Hibbs, of Bucks county, in this state, which 
petition, after being presented to congress, refer- 
red and re-referred, according to all approved 
formulas of legislative practice, has finally been 
reported on unfavorably, with leave to withdraw 
the documents; though, from their tenor, it would 
seem that few persons have stronger claims on the 
country. 

The petitioner states that she is the only child 
of capt. Joshua Fanning, who was killed inthe ser- 
vice of the United States, while acting as lieut. of 
the Randolph frigate, in 1778, in the memorable en- 
gagement with the Yarmouth man of war. In that 
gallant, but disastrous action, the officers and 400 
men were, by “one common ruin,” suddenly blown 
into eternity. At that period, the petitioner was 
a child of two years of age, resident with her mo- 
ther in Philadelphia. In early life she Jost her mo- 
ther, and was obliged to depend for support and 
protection on her relatives, whom the incidents of 
the revolution had considerably reduced; for every 
male in her father’s family entered into the service 
of their country, and all came thereby to untimely 
deaths. Her grandfather and his three sons engaged 
in the naval service as officers. The old gentle- 
man died on board the Strombola prison ship. John 
Fanning, his eldest son, was lieutenant of the Trum- 
bull frigate, and was drowned. Simeon Fanning 
commanded the tender to the Randolph in her en- 
gagement, and was soon afterwards murdered, on 
his way home from Charleston. The fate of her 
father Joshua Fanning, has already been announced. 
The three brothers were all under thirty years of 
age, and were cousins to capts. Charles and Frede- 
rick Fanning, of Norwich, Connecticut, who served 
as officers, in the land service, during the whole 
war; and to the late captain Nathaniel Fanning, 
the same who has published his mémoirs, and who 
was so conspicuous as a volunteer officer under 
the celabrated Paul Jones, in his action with the 
“Bon Homme Richard.” Her only uncle, on tiie mo- | 
ther’s side, was the late capt. John Reed, who died 
in service with gen, Wayne, being wounded in his 
action with the Indians. Finally, the petitioner 
states, her grandmother died of a broken heart at 
the desolation and premature end of her family! 

Mary Fanning Hibbs appears to be the sole re. 
presentative of no less than five heroes who dedi- 
cated their lives to the service of their country, 
when it was much more hazardous to be “rebel offi- 
cers,” with certain suffering, and uncertain pay, 
than to bear the insignia, and receive the substan- 


tial rewards of rank now. But she was left an or- | 


phan to struggle with the world, and has never yet 
received any thing from the country, while the fami- 
lies of those who die in their beds are amply pro- 
vided for. We cannot understand these things. 

Surneme count or raz U.S. Feb.27. Mr. Jus- 
tice Washington delivered the opinion of the court 
in the case of Green’s heirs vs Biddle, argued at 
the last term, by Mr. B. Hardin and Mr. Montgome- | 
ry, for the plaintiffs, and by Mr. Clay and Mr. Bibb, 
for the detendants. 

Mr. Justice Johnson delivered his separate opi- 
nion—Mr. Justice Livingston was absent from indis- 
position. 

The court directed it to be certified to the circuit 
court of Kentucky, that the act of the state of Ken- 
tucky, of the 27th Feb. 1797, concerning occupy- 
ing claimants of land, whilst it was in force, was re- 


~~ 


but that the same was repealed by the act of the 
Sist Jan. 1812, to amend the said act; and that the 
act last mentioned is also repugnant to the consti- 
tution of the United States; and that the opinion 
given on the first question rendered it unnecessary 
to notice the second question. 

Feb, 28, Mr. chief Justice Marshall delivered 
the opinion of the court in the case of Johnston and 
Graham’s lessee vs. McIntosh. The court affirmed 
the judgment of the district court of Illinois, upon 
the ground that individuals could not derive title 
to lands by grants from or contracts with the native 
Indians, without the authority of government. 

(cPOn the preceding decision, the Washington 
Republican observe—The case of the Lessee of 
Johnson and Graham against M‘Intosh, this day de- 
cided by the supreme court, from the great import- 
ance of the subject matter in controversy, seems 
to require rather a more detailed notice than it is 
usual, or even possible, in general to take of ques. 
tions argued before that tribunal, The claim of the 
plaintiffs, it is understood, embraces a tract of land 
of upwards of fifty millions of acres, in the vicinity 
of the Illinois and Wabash rivers, and is founded 
upon two grants made by the Indians in the year 
1773 and 1775. The principal question arising in 
the cause was as to the validity of the titles of in- 
dividuals derived under such grants, against per- 
sons claiming by purchase under the United States. 
In the discussion of this question, many important 
subjects were introduced by the counsel concerned, 
and investigated with great ability. 

In one of the most luminous and satisfactory 
opinions we recollect ever to have listened to, the 
chief justice went into an examination of the origin 
of all the titles of Europ~an colonists to lands in 
this country. Heshewed that, without exception, 
they are referred to discovery, as the origin of their 
respective claims —that this had been recognized by 
the United States in all its acts, and whatever might 
be its ‘abstract character, all title to land in the 
United States must now be considered as resting 
upon this basis. It was, therefore, a point not to 
controverted in any court of justice in this country. 
This right of discovery vested in the sovereign of 
the state by which it was made the exclusive and 
absolute right,.as among other European nations, 
to purchase of the Indians, or to acquire the soil 
by any other mods. It was not incompatible with 
the Indian title, but superior to it, and no individu. 
al or country could acquire any interest in the soil, 
without the sanction of that sovereign. The con- 
clusion, therefore, to which the court arrived was 
that, as the claim of the plaintiff never had receiv- 
ed the sanction of the sovéreign, it did not consti- 
tute a right which could be supported in a court of 
justice. 

Other collateral points were introduced and dis- 
cussed with the greatest ability, but the foregoing 
we consider as a brief abstract of the leading views 
of the court. Re 

“NATIVE RACE OF caTTLE.”, From a Boston paper: 
Mr. Asa Rice, jun. of Shrewsbury, in Worcester 
county, has brought to the Brighton market the fol+ 
lowing cattle, all of his own raising and fatting, 
weighing, after being slaughtered, as follows: 


A steer ,4 years old, Feb. 10, 1821 slaughtefed op the 11th ibs. 
October, same year 15 


19 
Slaughtered Feb. 2, 1823, a steer, 4 years old, the 12th April 1581 
do. A cow, 13 years old less Spring. 1091 

do. A Heifer, 3 ae 14th May 911 

These cattle were wholly of native breed. The 


steers were weaned at 12 weeks old, and fed with 





pugnant to the constitution of the United States, 
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nothing but hay and grass until they entered Meir 
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fifth year. The cow brought a calf at 2 years old, | 


and every year since but the last. . She was milked 
last winter, turned out in the spring, thin in flesh, | 


and began mealing the Ist of October last. The, 


heifer brought a calf at two years ol, and anc ther 
last spring; and was dried the last of July, and turn- 
ed out, as thin asany other cow; and was fatted on. 
account of a blemish which would eventually have 
spoiled her, 





FOREIGN NEWS. 

Great Britain and Ireland. A priest of the es 
tablished church has been dismisse:!, because he al. 
lowed the rev. Rowland Hill to occupy his pulpit. 
The king’s private band of musicians at Brighton, 
costs 10,000/.a year. ‘Thisis ‘paying dear for the 
whistle.” It is thought that about 2,000 human 
bodies are annually raised in London for the use 
of colleges, ke. 

Italy. Wis stated that 100 /ds of the ashes, lately 
emitted by Vesuvius, have yielded three ounces of 

old! 
. Turkey. A Greek paper is about to be published, 
entitled “The Yrumpet of Christendom.” 

Egypt. The pacha is encouraging the cultivation 
of cotton—he has a packing machine from India; 
the quality is said :o be fine. He is also raising 
indigo, which is reported as excellent. 

Cuba. An extensive association, similar to that 
of the Carbonari in Italy, is said to exist in Cuba, 
and to hold many secret meetings. It object is not 
stated. 

Several of the pirates taken by the British sloop 

of war Tyne, and sent to Jamaica, have been tried 
and found guilty. - 
* Weet Indies, Commodore sir E. Owen has arriv- 
ed at Barbacoes from England, with a squadron 
consisting of the Gloucester 74, and four smaller 
vessels. His appearance there bas caused much 
speculation. 








Suppressed Document. 


Report of the second committee of investigation on the 

suppression of certain parts of a document. 

The committee, instituted under the resolution of | 
the house of the house of representatives, of the 
6th of February, 1823, ask leave to report, in 
part: 

Thus far the attention of the committee has been 
chiefly directed to the performance of the duties 
required of them by the first member of the reso- 
lution. Asthe investigation was undertaken with- 
out any sanguine expectations of being able to de- 
signate the person who caused the suppression of 
the paragraph inletter A 5, they feel but little dis- 
appointed in not having made the discovery. 





The committee requested the appearance of 
every person who,.it was supposed, could make any | 
disclosure, tending, in the least degree, to the ac- | 
complishment of the object for which they were} 
appointed. The attendance of the witnesses was) 
prompt, arid all the (lepositions were made under 
the solemnities of an oath, That the testimony 
might be as explicit and intelligible as possible, 
interrogatories, deemed the most pertinent, were 
propounded to the witnesses, and the responses re- 
duced to writing, in the language in which they 


The committee submit the following as the sub- 
stance of the testimony which has been collected, 
in addition to that already réported to the house. 

Mr. Cook, the member from the state of Uiinois, 





. deposes, that the documents, of which letter (A 5) | 


-_ 


is one, were in his possession two or three days? 
that he believes no person, during tuat period, had 
access to them in his absence; that Mr. Edeards, a 
senator from the state of !Ilino's, inspected them in 
his presence; but whethert: ¢ inspection extended 
to letter (A 5) he is unab © to @ay; that he is im- 
pressed with the beliet that Mr. Van Swearingen, 
late a representative from Virginia, was present; 
but thinks h« did not examine the documents, Mr, 
Cook states it to be his impression, that he read 
letter (A 5), before the documents were printed; 
that he has n» recollection of seeing the brack-ts, 
cross and underscoring, at that time, nor does he 
yet know by whom, when or where they were made; 
that he did not know, until the pendency of the 
former investigation, that the practice in the office 
of the Intelligencer was to omit printing those pa- 
ragraphs which are included in brackets and cross. 
ed; that the documents were in his drawer, in the 
house of representatives, about a day before he 
moved to have them printed; and that he very 
rarely kept the drawerlocked SeeA E. 

Mr. Edwards, a senator from the state of Illinois, 
deposes that, sometime last winter, the manuscript 
documents, of which (A 5) is once, were, at his re- 
quest, brought to his room by Mr. Cook; that he 
inspected those minutely which hada relation to the 
bank at Edwardsville; that, having no motive to 
examine the correspondence between the treasury 
department.and the bank of Steube ville, he did 
not see letter (A 5), nor did he ever see it unt: it 
was shewn to him by the committee; that he knows 
not by whom or when the marks, it now bears, were 
made; that, some time last winter, Mr. Cook inti- 
mated to him that there were such expressions in 
the documents as ure contained in the suppressed 
paragraph: See B. 

Mr. Dickens, a clerk in the treasury department, 
deposes that he had no interoourse with the print- 
ers, for the purpose of seeing, or in any wise alter- 
ing the documents during their publication. See C. 

It having been intimated that the underscoring 
was made with ink different from that used in the 
Clerk’s office, the committee requested the atten- 
dance of Mr. S. Burch, chief clerk in the house of; 
representatives, He states that age increases the 
darkness of the ink used in the office, whilst that 
which is furnished congress, having been in use 
sometime, fades and assumes a rusty appearance, 
such as is exhibited in the underscoring of the sup- 
pressed paragraph. He states that the underscor- 
ing is, in his opinion, made with ink of a character 
unlike that with which the body of the letter is 
written. See D. 

Wm. R. Dickinson, esq. in a letter to Mr. Dick- 
ens, of the 10th instant, states that he had examin- 
ed the letter book which contains A 5, and also con- 
versed with the clerk of the bank on the subject, 
and that both are of opinion that no part of the let- 
ter was underscored or marked when it left the 
bank. 

The committee cannot conclude this report with. 
out an expression of their conviction, founded as 
well on the character of the transaction to which 
the suppressed paragraph refers, as the circumstan- 
ces under which it has been communirated to. the 
house, that there does not exist the semblance of a 
reason for charging upon the secretary of the trea- 
sury any agency in its suppression, or for connect- 
ing him in any way with the mutilation of this docu- 
ment. The transfer fromm the Bank of Chillicothe 
to the Bank of Columbia, and thence to the Bank 
of Steubenville, of the sum of eighteen thousand 
dollars, which was held by the former institution as 
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a special deposite, was an ordinary banking vpera- 
tion, weakening in no degree the security of the 
government, and which has eventuated in no loss 
to the treasury. There could have existed, with 
the secretary of the treasury, therefore, no motive 
for this suppression He had no end to attain, no 
purpose to subserve, by the practice upon the house 
of a fraud, alike insulting to its dignity, and discre- 
ditable to the agent who should hazard its perpe- 
tration, The circumstance thatehe secretary of 
the treasury, in responding to the call of the house, 
commtnicated the original letter, of which the sup. 
pressed paragraph is a part, is decisive, in the judg 
ment of the committee, to negative the idea, if ever 
indulged, that there could have been entertained 
by that high officer any intention to keep out of 
_yiew any part of its contents, particularly as it is 
usual, in answer to calls fram the house, to com 
muricate the copies of documents rather than the 
original, which has been transmitted in this case, 

The committee, after a careful examination of 
the pencil brackeis and marks upon (A 5), anda 
close coniparisor of them with the marks upon other 
letters communicated to the house, acknowledged 
by Mr. Di-kens to have been made by him, are un 
able to form any opinion of the pro able authorship 
of this suppression There is nothing in the marks 
themselves to indicate it, nor in the correspondence 
of the marks upon the one letter with those upon 
any other, to shew that they are the worl of the 
same band, In reference to the underscoring of 
part of the suppressed paragraph of (A 5), the com. 
mittee have takcn some testimony which they beg 
leave to submit to the house, with the remark, that 
neither the testimony of Mr Burch, nor any other 
testimony they have obtained, will, in either appre 
hension, justify the opinion that any member of 
congress made the un‘erscoring or the brackets, 
which induced the printers not to publish the para- 
graph. The letter of William R Dickinson to Mr 
Dickens, although not strictly before the commit- 
tee as evidence, they have thought it not improper 
to bring to the view of the house. 





An expectation that any further efforts to detect | 
the person who caused the supnression of the psra | 
graph in Ietter(A 5), must prove as unavailing as 
those already made, induces the comm’ 'tee to ask to 
be discharged from the further consideration of so | 
much of the resolution as relates to that subject | 

{Here follow several pages containing the exami 
nations. &c. above referred to—but their substance | 
is sufficiently given in the report, which, however, 
leaves us #s much in the dark as ever, as to whomor 
for what purpose, the strange marking of the docu 
ment, ( A 5), was made. But some good, will, pro 
bably, grow out of this mattcr, and prevent a recur- 
rence of its like again. } 





Letter from the secretary of the treasury to the com. | 
mitice appointed on the above subject. 

Treasuny Derantment, February 24, 1823. | 
Sin: In reply to your letter of the 10th instant, 
enclosing a resolution of the house of representa- 
tives, of the 6th of the same month, and requesting 
the communication of any information, not already 
communicated, as may be in possession of the de- 
partment, I have the honor to observe, that when 
the bank of the United States went into operation, 
an effort was made te simplify the operations of the 
treasury, through the instrumentality of that insti 
tution. To give to this effort the greatest efficien- 





ey, it was agreed that the bank should have the se. 
lection, not only of the state banks in which the 





public money should be deposited, in places where 


Ls 


it had established no office, but of those whose 
notes should be received on account of the revenue; 
and that all money, so deposited, should be entered 
to the credit of the bank of the United States, in 
trust for the treasurer of the United States, It was 
further agreed that the treasurer might draw upon 
the bank, at any place where the public money 
was deposited, whether there were any public mo- 
ney at such place or not; with the understanding, 
however, that reasonable notice should be given to 
the bagk, whenit was intended to draw forany con. 
siderabic amount beyond the sum on deposite at 
such place. 

This project was generally carried into effect, in 
the cours’: of 1817, after the state banks had resum.- 
ed specie payments. ‘The notes of all such banks, 
in the western states, were received by the land of- 
ficers and deposited, as specie, in the oftices of 
the bank of the United States, and in the state banks, 
employed as offices of deposite, ' 

This plan of simplifying the operation of the trea. 
sury was, inthe course of 1518, interrupted, on the 
one hand, by the complaints of the state banks, em- 
ployed as offices of deposite, that the bank of the 
U. S. acted oppressively and capriciously towards 
them, by subjecting them to all the inconvenicnces 
incident tothe relation they held and depriving them 
of most of the advantages whch they had a right to 
expect from that relation; and on the other, by those 
of the bank of the United States, alleging that the 
state banks were desirous of appropriating to them- 
selves all the advantages of their s:tuation, without 
bearing any part of the burthens imposed upon it 
by its charter, or by the arrangement made with 
the treasury,one of the most on-rous of which was. 
the implied obligation it had incurred of guaranty- 
ing not only the solvency of those banks, whilst they 
were employed as offices, but also of the other state 
banks, whose notes were received on account of 
the revenue. . This state of collision and irritation 
continued increasing until the autumn of 1818, 
when the bank notified the department that it could 
no longer execute its arrangement, without sacri- 
ficing the essential interests of the institution. At 
the same time, it declared its determination to re- 
ceive from the land officers nothing but its own 
notes, and the current coin of the union, except as 
special deposite. Shortly after this determination, 
many of the western banks stopped payment, 

The experience of the bank had, about this peri- 
od, led to the conviction, that it was impracticable 
to keep its notes in circulation in the western states, 
and orders were, consequently, issued in the course 
of the autumn, or in the early part of 1819, forbid- 
ding its western offices to issue their notes, even on 
a deposite of specie. The determination which it 
had formed in relation to payments on account of 
the public lands, was, therefore, practically, a de- 
termination to receive nothmg but current gold and 
silver coin, which was nearly as difficult to be ob. 
tained, in the western states, as the notes of the 
Bank of the United States. At (his time, there was 
due the United States nearly twenty million of dol- 
lars, by the purchasers of the public lands, a great 
part of which debt had been contracted during the 
suspension of specie payments, and in the years 
1817 and 1818, when the notes of nearly all the 
western banks were receivable in payment. twas 
manifest, upon the slightest reflection, that this de. 
terminatwon of the bank would greatly reduce the 
receipts into the treasury from that importent vranch 
of the public revenue, but that consideration would 
not, alone, have been sufficient to have induced the 
executive department to have assumed the resjoti- 
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sibility of the measure, which was, with great deli- 
beration, adopted upon the occasion. 3 
To have permitted the distress and ruin in which 
the purchasers of the public lands would have been 
involved, by the refusal to receive from them any 
thing in payment but the current coin of the union, 
and the notes of the bank of the United States, un- 
dér such circumstances, without an effort by the 
executive department to avert them, would have 
excited feelings in a large and meritorious body of 
citizens, which no prudent government, even if 
despotic, could have seen with indifference. It is 
confidently believed, that, if no such effort had been 
made, the executive department of the government 
would have been charged with the most shameful 
imbecility and that the treasury department would 
have been loaded with the public execration, If an 
effort was to be.made to afford relief, the alternative 
presented was to continue to receive the notes of 
the few banks in the west, which still continued to 
pay specie, and enter them to the credit of the trea- 
surer, in the offices of the bank, as special deposite; 
or tode posite them in state banks, upon conditions 
which would make it their interest to return them 
into circulation as soon as practicable, on account 
of the governnent. In the first case, they would 
have accumulated in those offices, without the pos- 
sibility of being put again into circulation on ac- 
count of the government, as thoee offices would 
have had no inducement to make exertions to con- 
vert them into specie, or transfer the amount, by 
the purchase of bills of exehange upon New Or. 
Jeans, or upon the Atlantic cities. To effect either 
of these operations, it was manifest that the em- 
ployment of the state banks was indispensable. 


‘The arrangements proposed, were maturely consi- 


dered and adopted, with the approbation of the 
president, who was fully sensible of the importance 
of the crisis which had arrived. 

The inducements which were offered to those 
banks, to resume and continue specie payments, 
and to transfer the excess of the public revenue 
collected in the western states, beyond the expen- 
diture, to places where it could be expended, were 
believed to be both justifiable and sufficient to en. 
sure success, and the result has proven that nothing 
was necessary to the most complete success, but 
the want of integrity in those who had the direc. 
tion of some of those institutions.“ Aguinst this 
contingency, the department availed itself of ail 
the means within its reach, and confided in the 
representations of gentlemen who occupied high 
and responsible stations in the public councils, 
whose judgment and integrity were considered 
unquestionable, and whose means of information 
excluded almost the possibility of mistake. Not- 
withstanding the want of integrity, Which has been 
manifested by the directors of several of those 
banks which have failed, it is still contidently be- 
lieved, that, after making a liberal allowance for 


any loss which possibly may occur, by the Farmers | 
and Mechanics’ bank of Cincinnati, the banks of | 


Vineennes, Edwardsville and Missouri, the benefits 
which have resulted from those arrangemonts will 
greatly preponderate over such loss. 

It is impossible to state whether any loss will 
eventually be sustamed by the government from 





*This is proven by the fact that the banks of Il- 
linois, of Madison and of Columbus, have fulfilled 
their engagements with fidelity, and still continue 
to fulfill them; and that the bank of Chillicothe 
faithfully fulfilled its engagements, as long as they 


existed. 


~ etme innervate _ sl 


eitherof those banks. No apprehension is enter- 
tained of loss from any other. The Farmers and 
Mechanics’ bank of Cincinnatiis, therefore, the only 
one in which public money has been deposited, 
where the bank of the United States had establish- 
wy an office, from which there is any danger of 
oss. 

| That bank, in a very short time after it resumed 
specie payments, in conformity with its agreement 
with the treasury department, stopped payment, 
and has never made any return, or answered any of 
|the demands which have been made upon it for in- 
formation, The impression, in relation to it, has, 
therefore, been very unfavorable. A suit has been 
brought against it, in the federal court, for the 
amount of public money in its possession, which 
has not yet been decided. 

The arrangements made with the Farmers and 
Mechanics’ bank of Cincinnati, the bank of Chilli- 
cothe, and the branch of the bank of Kentucky, at 
Louisville, where offices of the bank of the United 
States had been established, by which the public 
money collected at the land offices, in the vicinity 
of those banks, were deposited in them, were not 
communicated to congress at the next sesson after 
their date, from mere inadvertence tothe provision 
of the charter to which the resolution refers. They 
were, however, matters of general notoriety, not 
only in the western states, but in the other parts of 
the union. Omissions of this nature have frequent - 
ly occurred in the departments, and, it is presumed, 
will occur hereafter, with officers the most atten- 
tive. The notoriety, however, which attended these 
arrangements with the banks, it is presumed, will 
satisfy the committee, that there was neither a wish 
or intention to withhold from congress the fact of 
such deposites, and the reason upon which the 
measure was founded. 

The papers which are herewith transmitted sup- 
port the views presented in this letter. 

I remain, with respect, your obedient servant, 

WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
The Hon. Joan W, Campneti, 
Chairman of thé select committee. 
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Seventeenth Congress—2nd session. 
IN THE SENATE. 

On the 21st of February the milifary committee 
made the following report to the senate, not before 
mentioned in the proceedings of that body— 
| Resolved, That the president be requested to cause to be laid be- 
| fore the senate, at the commencement of the next session of coi- 

cress, the plan of the fortification contemplated to be erected at St. 
| Mary’s river, within the Potomac, with an estimate of the sum ne- 
| cessary to complete the same, and the number of cannon and mor- 
| tars intended for the works; and, also, that he be requested to cause 
{a survey to be made of the Patuxent river, to ascertain a proper 
' site fora fortification, and to lay the same before the senate, with 
a plan of the same, the number of gunsand mortars which may be 
| requisite, and an estimate of che sum that will be necessary to erec 
| aed complete the works. 


| February 27. Mr. King, of N. Y. submitted the 
\following resolution for consideration: 


Resolved, That the commissioner of the general land office be, 
;and he is hereby, instructed and directed to prepare and Jay before 
tLe senate at the beginning of their pext session, maps of the seve- 

rab states of Ohio, Indiana, Ujinois, Missouri, Mississippi, Alabama, 
jaud Louisiana, and of the territories of Michigan, Arkansas, and 
| Florida, which map shall contain plats of the public land within 
|} the aforesaid states and territories, which, before the first day of 
ag be 1823, had been surveyed under the authority of the Unit- 
ed States—marking upon the maps aforesaid the land, the’ Indian 
title to which, at the date aforesaid, was not extinguished; and 
distinguishmg, by colors,upon the plats aforesaid, the land granted 
to the army, the land sold by the United States, the land granted to 
occupants, or confirmed to persons claiming under Brittsh, French, 
or Spanish titles, and also the land surveyed as aforesaid, which, 
at the date aforesaid, remained to be ; stating, likewise, the 








computed number of acres of each of the enumerated classes of land 
aud the number of acres which, at the date aforesaid, had beev 
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surrendered to the United States, under law passed for the re- | 
lief of the purchasers of public land; tr witha statement of 
the amount of debt, at the date aferesaid,due to the United States 
from the purchasers of public land withiu the respective states 
and territories aforesaid. [This resolution being altered so as to 
a the cal] on the secretary of the treasury, was agreed to next 
"Many private bills, that had been ordered toa 
third reading, were taken up and disposed of—as 
will anpeur, (if they passed), in the list of acts, 

A letter was communicated by the president to 
the senate from the secretary of the treasury, trans- 
mitting the annual reports of the several banks in 
the District of Columbia. 

The president also communicated to the senate 
the following letter from the secretary of state: 

Vo the president of the senate of the United States: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 27th February, 1825. 

Sin: IT have the honor of transmitting herewith a 
supplementary return to the digest of the accounts 
of the manufacturing establishments and their ma- 
nufactures which has been reported to congress, in 





The senate having yesterday got through all the 

bills which originated there, and it not being com- 

petent, according to the rules of the two houses, 

to act on any bill of its own after yesterday, the bills 

which are stated below, were, of course, all of 
them, bills from the house of representatives, which 

were received yesterday, and referred to different 

committces, by whom they had been examined and 

reported to the senate, 

The bill providing for clothing the militia of the 
United States when in actual service, was taken up 
in committee of the whole. 

Mr. Noble made some remarks in support of the 

measure, Mr. Smith, of Md, opposed the bill, not 
on principle, because he was friendly to the prin- 
ciple, but from objections to the mode proposed 
by the bill; and, for the purpose of getting rid of 
the bill, he moved to lay it onthe table. Mr. Vodle 
replied to. Mr. S. and answered his objections; 
when— 

The question being taken, the bill was ordered to 





pursuance of their joint resolution, of 50th March 
ast. The imperfection of these returns, has been 
owing to various causes—among which, a principal 
one was, the unwillingness of manufacturers them- 
selves, to give the information required for making 
the return. The inadequateness of the compensa. 
tion allowed by law, for the performance of the ser- 
vice, has also been been a subject of complaint, by 
many of the marshals, and of their assistants. 

The supplementary return now made, is of omis- 
sions which occurred in making the digest, under 
the direction of this department, and which should 
have been included in the printed digest. A state- 
rent is added, of the several counties and districts 
from which no returns have been received. 

lam, with great respect, sir, your very humble 
and obedient servant, Joux Quincy AnaMs, 

Evening session. The bill for the relief of lieut. 
R. F. Stockton, of the navy, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The bill to authorize the adjustment of the ac- 
counts of Nimrod Farrow and Richard Harris, (for- 
merly contractors for building the fortifications on 
Dauphine Island, now abandoned), was taken up. 

A debate of considerable duration took place on 
this bill, and the various amendments offered there- 
to. The bill was, inthe end, ordered to be engros- 
sed for a third reading. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to authorize the sale of salt spring and lead mine 
lands. But, after debate, the bill was laid on the 
table. 

The bill to provide for the gradual armament of 
the new fortresses of the United States, was indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Severa' private bills were passed. The senate 
adjourned at half past ten o’clock. 

February 28, The senate resumed the conside- 
ration of the resolution proposed by the judiciary 
committee, relative to a collection of the laws con- 
cerning the judiciary; and, after some discussion 
on the necessity of such a collection, and par- 
ticularly on the expediency of directing the duty to 
be performed by the attorney general, 23 proposed 
by the resolution, the resolution was disagreed to. 

Mr. Smith, of 8. C, submitted a resolution calling 
on the secretary of the treasury to inform the se- 
nate of the original amount of the judgment obtain- 
ed by the United States against col. Wm. Duane; 
what credits have been allowed to the defendant 
since the date of the judgment; the dates of those 


lie on the table—ayes 21. 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of the navy of the United States for the vear 1823, 
was considered in committee of the whole, amend. 
ed, and ordered to a third reading 

The senate took up, as in committee of the 
whole, the bill in addition to the act, “for the 
prompt settlement of public accounts, and for the 
punishment of the crime of perjury.” 

Several amendments were proposed to this bill, 
and discussed; all of which were, in the end, nega- 
tived; and considerable debate took place alse on 
the merits of the bill itself. In these discussions 
Messrs. J/o/mes, of Maine, Barbour, Lanman, Eaton, 
Chandler, Ruggles, Smith of Md.. Talbot and Mills, 
engaged. The bill was finally ordered to be read 
a third time, by yeas and nays—32 to 8, 

The following bills were successively considered 
in committee of the whole, some of them a good 
deal discussed, and some amended in their details; 
and all of them ordered to be read a third time, viz: 

A bill supplementary to the act relating to the 
ransom of American captives of the late war; 

A bill for the relief of James Morrison; 

A bill to extend the time allowed for the redemp- 
tion of lands sold for direct taxes, in certain cases; 

A bill to alter the times of holding the district 
court of the district of Vermont; 

A bill to confirm certain claims to lots in the vil- 
lage of Peoria; 

A bill for the relief of John B. Hogan; 

A bill for the relief of Abraham Snyder, 

A bill respecting stamps; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Lee, one of the sure- 
ties of Ricaud, late a paymaster in the army; 

A bill for the relief of James Reese; 

A bill for the relief of Polly L.. Campbell, widow 
of col. John B. Campbell, deceased; 

A bill to amend the ordinances and acts of the 
congress for the government. of the territory of 
Michigan: cart, 

A bill to extend the provisions of the act sup- 
plementary to the act for the relief of the purcha- 
sers of public lands; 

A billfor the relief of captain Richard High- 
tower. 

A bill to continue in force the act regulating the 
currency, within the United States, of the gold 
coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal and Spain, 
and the crowns of France, and five franc pieces, 

A bill making the gold coins of Great Britain, 
France, Portugal and Spain, receivable in payment 





credits; by whom allowed; and under what autho- 
rity. ; 





on account of public lands. 
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A resolution requiring from the secretary of the 
senate and clerk of the house of representatives, an 
annual statement of the contingent expenses of the 
two houses. [This was subsequently read a third 
time and passed}. 

A bill to amend an act further to regulate the en- 
try of merchandise imported into the United States 
from adjacent territories, 

A bill to transfer to the state of Virginia certain 
militia fines. 

A bill making appropriations for the military 
service for the year 1823. 

A bill making appropriations for the support of 
government for the year 1823, 

The bill further to prolong, for five years, the 
continuance of the mint at Philadelphia, was taken 
up. 

hak: after some objection, as to the time, also 
ordered to a third reading. 


The president laid before the senate, a report 
from the secretary of the treasury, relative to loans 
or deposites made by the treasury to banks, from 
the year 1789 to the present time—rendered in 
obedience to a resolution of the senate; which re- 
port was, on motion of Mr. Eaton, ordered to be 
printed. . 

The senate took up the message from the house 
of representatives, announcing its disagreement 
to the serate’s amendment to the bill, supplementa- 
ry to the revolutionary pension laws. 

fThe amendment disagreed to by the house of 
representatives, was a clause inserted by the se. 
nate, to reduce ali the revolutionary pensions 20 
per cent]. 

Mr. WVoble, moved to postpone the bill indefinite. 
ly, and, after some debate, the motion was lost— 
ayes 20, noes 23. 

Mr. Barbour then moved that the senate recede 
from its amendment, which motion was agreed to, 
by yeas an’ nays—veas 23, nays 21. 

About 5 o’clock, the senate adjourned. 


March 1 


it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be directed to lay 
before the senate, during the first weck of its next session, the 
amount of interest received or receivable, in each state, on the 
nublie debt; the arnount of dividends paid or payable in each state, 
by the bahk of the United States; and the amount of duties on 


On motion of Mr Taylor, of Virginia, 


tonnage and imports, received in ¢ach port, during the yee end- | 
t 


ing on the 30th September next; and the amount of the direct 
taxes still due and unpaid in each state of the United States: all in 
reference to the year 1823. | 
Resolved, Thot the secretary of state be direeted to lay before 
the senate, during the tst week of its next session,a list of the fac- 


tories im each state, employed in manufactoring for sale, such ar | 


ticles as would oe liable ¢o duties, if importer! from foreigy coun- 
tries; the said list to be extracted from the digest of manufactures, 
and such other sources of information as he possesses, or can ob- 
tain; and tos 
and whether it is incarporated or not by state laws. 

Resolved, That the seeretary of war be directed to lay before 
the senate during the first week of its next session, the number 
of revolutionacy pensioners in each state, then on the pension list; 
the amount of money received ar receivable in each state, on ac- 
count of revolutionary pensioners; and the amount of the expense 
on aecount of the academy at West Point,for one year preceding 
the 30th of September pext. 


- The resolotion offered vesterdy by Mr Smith, of 
S..C, relative to the judement against Wm, Duane, 
was taken up and agreed to. 


. The report of the committee on the post office 
and post roads, adverse to transmitting the laws of 
of the several states tree of postage, was also taken 
up andagreedto, ‘The senate spent the remaimder 
of the day in examining and discussing, in commit- 
tee of the whole, various bills from the house of re. 
presentatives, the titlesof which are inserted in the 
list of acts. On some of these bills, proceedings 
took place deserving a more particular notice; 
which are stated below, 


— =< 


The senate took up, in committee of the whole 
the bill making appropriations for the military es 
tablishment for the the year 1823. 

The committee of finance, to which this bill had 
been referred in the senate, amongst other items, 
reported an amendment making an appropriation of 
50,000 dollars for the extinguishment of certain In- 
dian reservations of land in the state of Georgia. 
[This is the same proposition which was so fully dis- 
cussed in the house of representatives when the 


same bill was under consideration, and was lost by a 
small majority]. 


On the question of concurring in this amendment, 

A debate arose of considerable extent—Messrs, 
Holmes, of Maine, Elliett, Macon, Van Buren and 
Chandler, supporting the appropriation; and Mr, 
Lanman opposing it, chiefly on the ground that the 
act was, at this time, premature and unnecessary, 
The amendment was agreed to without a division. 

The other amentiments reported by the commit. 
tee of finance having been discussed and adopted—~ 

Mr. Johnson, of Couisiana, offered. as an amend. 
ment, an additional section, authorizing the presi- 
dent of the United States to apply the unexpend- 
ed balance of the appropriation of 1826 for the ful- 
filment of the Choctaw treaty, in obtaining a modi- 
fication of that treaty, so as to remove the Choc. 
taw Indians beyond the limits of the territory of 
Arkansas. 

This amendment was supported by Messrs JoAn- 
son, Of Lousiana, Benton and Kine, of Alabama; 
and it was agreed to without a division. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reaing. 

The bill to.abolish the office of measurer in the 
collection of the revenue and assigning the duties 
thereof to the inspectors, was taken up. 

Mr. Huimes, of Maine, explained to the senate the 
grounds on which the bill was predicated, and 
which rendered it expedient- The main reason 
was, that the office was unnecessary, and had been 
so stated by the secretary of the treasury. 

Mr. Lloyd, of Massachusettss, doubting the ex. 
pediency of pulling down a system of thirty years 
standing, on such short notice, and questioning, al- 
together, from bis present information, the proprie- 
ty of the arrangement proposed by the bill, was 
opposed to it, and entered into some statements to 
shew why he deemed it inexpedient. He opposed 
it, however, principally on the ground that there 
was not time properly to investigate the subject 
now, and moved the indefinite postponement of the 
bill 

Mr. Sarth, of Maryland, advocated the bill on 
account of the large amount it would save in the 





ify, as fae as possible, the capital of each factory, | 





collection of the revenue 
Mr, Johnson, of Louisiana, moved to ley the bill 


}on the table, but the motion was negatived—ayes 


17, noes 18, 

Some further debate followed on the bill, in which 
Mr. Ho!mes, of Maine. supported the bill, and Mr. 
Parrrot opposed it, who controverted, by calcula- 
tions and reasoning, the facts and arguments ured 
in favor of the bill. Mr. Lievd added some remarks 
to shew that, if the offices were united, the number 
of inspectors must be increased in proportion to the 
number of measurers abolished, so that no saving 
would take place. He also read a resolution, (sub. 


joimed), which he should offer, if the bill were post- 
poned. 

The question being taken on the indefinite post- 
ponement of the bill, it was carried—ayes 19, noes 
12 

Mr. Liowd, of Mass. then offered the followiag 
resolution, which was read and adopted, viz. 
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Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be directed to cause 
to be taid before the senate.at the commencemer.t of the next ses- 
sion of congress, the amount received by every officer in the cus- 
toms, from his per diem and every other allowance to which he is 


Mr Fuller, from the naval committee, reported 


a bill for the relief of Benjamin King; which was 


read a first and second time, and was on its passage 


entitled, in consequetice of his offleial employment; and whether) to a third reading, when 2 conversation.on the me- 


atly offices may not be abolished, consistent with the public inte- 


rest. , 

The last clause of the resolution was added at 
the suggestion of Mr. Holmes, of Maine. 

The senate then, having agree: to have a recess, 
adjourned to meet again at 5 o’clock in the after 
noon, 


Evening session. A report was received from 
the secretary of war, rendered inobedience toa 
resolution of the senate, of the 27th February, ex 
hibiting the number of officers and soldiers disabled 
in the service of the United States in the late war, 
who have bee: placed on the pension list since the 
last session, &c. which report was ordered to be 
printed. 

The senate having taken up the bill making ap- 
propriations for the erection of fortificattons, Vr. 
Johnson, of Louisiana, offered an amendment, for 
the purpose of appropriating the sum of $29 178 
for completing the barracks and other public build 
ings at Baton Rouge, in the state of Louisiana, and 
exp!ained at some length the necessity of the ap- 
propriation, end earnestly enforced the adoption of 
the amendment. 

Mr. Holmes, of Maine, and Mr. -Macon opposed 
it. Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, Mr. Brown, of Lou- 
siana, and Mr. Benton, repleed, and s:pported the 
amendment. Mr. Smith. of Marvland, and Mr Ven 
Buren, added a few words in favor of the appropris 
tion. The amendment was adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading 4s 
amended. 

This being the last day of the session but one, and 
the joint rule of congress forbidding that any bill 
shall be presented to the president of the United 
States, for his approbation, on the last day, the se- 
nate continued in session until near three o’clock 
in the morning, considering the remaining bills from 
the other house; and in reading the third time and 
passing those bills which had previously, yesterday 
and to-day. been ordered to a third reading. 

March 3. Having received official information 
that the president of the United States had approv- 
ed the several bills presented for his signature, 

The senate appointed Mr. Macen and’Mr. King, 
of N. Y. to give the customary notice to the pre- 
sident of the United States, that they had complet. 
ed all the legislative business before them, and 
were ready to adjourn. 

The senate then went into the consideration of 
executive business, and continued so occupied until 
half past 3 o’clock; when they adjourned to six 
o’clock, P. M 

At six o’clock the senate resumed its session, and 
continued with closed doors, (deliberating on exe- 
cutive nominations, it was understood), until a late 
hour, when 

The senate adjourned sine die. 





HOUSE OF REPRYSENTATIVES. 

Wednesday, Feb. 26. Mr Plumer, of New Hamp 
shire, from the judiciary committee, reported a bill 
respecting piracy. . 
{The object of this bill is to extend to the dis 
trict courts of the United States, where there are 


rits of the petitioner to relief, took place, in which 
Mr. Cocke and Mr. Buchanan opposed the bill, 
and Mr. Little, Mr Wricht, and Mr. Fuller, supports 
edit [The principle of this bill is to remit the in- 
terest on asum of moncy held by Mr. King, and 
claimed by him for compensation for the time cut. 
ing which, after the desiruction of the navy yard 
at Washington, the salary he enjoyed in that yard 
was withheld from him, for the principal and in- 
terest of which judgment has been rendered 
against him.] After sn earnest debate of halfan 
hour, Mr. Campéell, of Ohio, with an avowed inten- 
tion to put the bill to sleep, moved to lay the bill 
on the table, which motion was decided in the af- 
firmative. 
Mr Whipple, from the committee on the library, 
to whom was referred the resolution for re-printing 
the journals of the old congress, reported it, with 
an amendment, requiring the same to be done “by 
contract.””. The amendment was agreed to, and, 
thus amended, the resolution was ordered to be 
read a third time to-day. 
Mr. Cushman from the committee on public 
buildings, made the follewing report: 
‘The committee on public buildings, to whom was 
referred the resolution instructing them to inquire 
into the expediency of fixing by law, the compen- 
setion of the architect, the mastercarver the aster 
of the stone work, and of the clerk and manager of 
the public buildings in the city of Washington, have 
had the same under consideration, and respectfully 
submit the following report: 
That it appears, from the documents inspected, 
the architect of the capitol accepted the trust, with 
the understanding that he was to receive for his 
services a compensation of $2500 annually, and 
that the stipulation, though it may want some of the 
formalities, has neverthelss been pronounced valid 
in law, by the highest law officer under the govern- 
ment. | 
It appears, also, in reasoning and in fact, impos 
litic and unwise to deny to any class of public ser- 
vants, in anyWocation, adequate compensations for 
able and faithfulservices; nor can it be considered 
hut an hardship, bordering on injustice, and not to 
be conntenanced, to take from those artificers, 
whose skill and industry have been long, assidu- 
ously and beneficially employed for the public,and 
whose ingenuity and Iebors are unremittingly ree 
quired, any part of the pay or wages which, here- 
tofore, they have been accustomed to receive. 

it further appears, that, from thé commencement 
of the public buildings in the city of Washington, 
the commissioner of these buildings is the officer 
who has the power of sppointing. under the presi- 
dent of the United States, such artists and superin. 
tendents as the work mav require, ond of agreeing 
with them for such compensation ag their talents 
and services entitle them to receive. 

The committee are of opinion that no injury or 


— 


from the practice, and therefore respectfully offer 
the following resolution: Ttrat they be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 


no circuit courts, the jurisdiction and authority as he moved to lay it on the table, that time might be 


is given to the circuit courts under the act of con- 
gress, passed in the year 1820 


The bill was twice read and ordered to be en- 


given to obtain a copy of the opinion of the attor. 
ney general 





grossed and read a third time this day. 


On motion of Mr. Ailen, of Massathusetts, it 
was 


inconvenience has resulted, or is likely to result, . 


The report not being approved by Mr. Cocke, . 
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Resolved, That the clerk of this house be directed to prepare 
and jay before the house, at the commencement of the next ses-_ 
sion, a digested index of all the information other than that of a | 
private nature, which has been communicated to the house by. 
the president of the United States, the respective heads of de-| 
partments, and the post master general, since the commencement 
of the fifteenth congress; arranging the same under distinct heads, | 
designated by the name of the office or departuaent from which it 

originated, and referring to the wumber of the volume and page| 
of printed documents. 


In support of this motion, Mr A. made some ob- 
servations, shewing the thing pr: posed to be a mea- 
sure almost indispensable to the due discharge of | 
the duties of the members of the house. ‘ 

Mr. Cocke proposed the printing of a very volu- 
minous document, (to be laid before the next con- 
gress), giving a minute detail of every thing con- 
nected with the ordnance department. It was sup- 
posed that it would cost five thousand dollars, ard 
the motion was negatived. 

The bill about the jurisdiction of justices of the 
peace, ia the district of Columbia, occupied much 


Mr. Metcalfe made a successful motion to take up 
a report in the case of certain Florida Indians. 

The report being before the house, and the ques. 
tion being to concur in the resolution appended to 
the report, 

Mr. Metcalfe moved to amend the resolution so as | 
to make it a joint resolution, This motion was 
agreed to, and the resolution,as amended, was read | 
a first and second time, and ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading to-morrow, substantially in 


the following words: 


Resolved, 2c. That the president of the United States be au- 
thorized and requested to commence a system of operations fur the 
gradual and ultimate amelioration of the condition of the Indians 
3a Florida, allowing hitn'to exercise and pursue hisown judgment 
2s to the manner or mode of doing it, and to communicate to this 
house as soon as may be, after the commencement of the next ses- 
sion, the ss and result of his proceedings therein. " 

The bill to provide for the examination of certain 


titles to lands on the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers, 
in Louisiana, was, (after some amendments), order- 
ed to a third reading. 

The bill about printing the journals of the revo- 
lutionary congress was laid on the table —62 to 48. 


The following message from the president of the | 

United States, was received and read: 
To the House of Representatives: 

In compliance with the resolution of the house of 
representatives, of the 24th January, requesting the 
president to communicate to the house the number 
of persons and the amount due from each, whose | 
compensation has been withheld or suspended in| 
pursuance of the law prohibiting payment to per- | 
sons in arrears tothe United States; whether the 
amount withheld, has been applied in all cases to! 








the extinguishment of their debts to the govern- | 


ment; whether the said laws have been enforced in 
all cases, against securities who are hable for the 
payment of any arrears due; whether any account- | 
ing or disbursing officer, within the knowledge of 
the president, has given conclusive evidence of his | 
insolvency; and if so, whether he is still retaine’ in} 
the service of the United States, I transmit to the 
house, a report from the secretary of the treasury, 
with the documents mentioned therein. | 

The report has been confined to the operation of 
the law. Respecting the circumstances of indivi- | 





duals, in their transactions without the sphere of| 
their public duties, I have no means of information 
other than those which are common to all. 
JAMES MONROE, 
Washington city, February 26, 1823. 
Thursday, Feb. 27. Mr. Campbeil, of Ohio, from 
the select committee appointed to inquire who com- 





mitted the act of suppressing certain passages of 


— 4 / 


documents transmitted to the house, made a report 
in relation thereto, recommending that the com. 
mittee be discharged from the further consideration 
of the inquiry committed to it; which report and 
resolution were read and ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. Hemphill, from the committee to which was 
referred the memorial ofs¢veral banking institutions 
and insurance companies in the state of South Caro- 
lina, and a memorial of the president and directors — 
of the bank of the United States, praying for cer. 
tain laws in relation to the bank, and for ceriain 
alterations in their charter, made a long report 
thereon, concluding with a resolution that the com- 
mittee be instructed to prepare and bring in a biil 
in relation to the bank of the United States; which 
was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

The house, on motion of Mr. Inzeiam, proceeded 
to consider the bill authorizing the employment of 
certain additional clerks for the different public offi- 
ces therein mentioned, Several amendments were 
made to this bill, with but little opposition; when, 
on the question to engross the bill for a third read- 
ing— 

Mr. Cocke prefaced a motion, to lay the bill on 
the table, with some remarks, indicating his opinion, 
that there was a want of necessary information on 
this subject, and questioning the necessity of mak- 
ing the tenure of these offices lawful, &c. 

The question was then taken on ordering the 
bill to lie on the table, and agreed to, 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the committee of the 
whole house was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill to place in the hands of the 
secretary of the treasury the disposal of the public 
lots, &c in the city of Washington—and the bill 
was taken up in the house. 

After some remarks from Mr. Floyd, to shew the 
abstract expediency of the change proposed by the 
bill, without reference to persons, it wus ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The following bills were received from the se- 
nate: 

A bill to establish an armory cn the western 
waters; 

A bill “to enable the holders of French, British, 
and Spanish titles to lands within the state of Loui- 
siana, which has not been recognized as valid by the 
government of the United States, to institute pra- 
ceedings totry the validity thereof, and for other 
purposes.” 

Which bills were read and committed. 

The bill to amend the act establishing a territo- 
rial government in Florida was passed. 

The bill about justices of the peace inthe dis- 
trict of Columbia again came up, and was passed, as 
amended by the senate, on which the latter insisted. 

The house took up the amendments of the senate 
to the bill supplementary to the acts granting pen- 
sions to the soldiers o: the revolution, and agreed 
to all of them, with the exception of the amendment 


_ which proposes a reduction of 20 per cent. from the 


amount of all the revolutionary pensions. 

Much debate followed—the previous question 
was called for and sustained. The effect of the 
previous question is, to supersede all intermediate 


| or pending motions, amendments, kc. and bring up 


the main question on the original proposition—this, 
of course, was on concurring with the senate in 
their amendment; and the question was taken on 
concurring, and decided in the negative, by yeas 
and nays, as follows:—yeas 56, nays 102. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

An engrossed bil! “to authorize and empower the 
secretary of the department of the treasury to dis- 
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pose of all the public lots and other property be- 
jonging to the United States, in the city of Washing- 
ton, in the district of Columbia,” was read a third 
time, passed and sent to the senate for its concur- 
ence. 4 | 

; The bill to establish and discontinue certain post 
roads was agreed to, with one or two exceptions. 
It was ordered to a third reading; as were several 
small bills. 

After a variety of business, the house adjourned 
for two hours. 


Evening session, at7 o’clock. The engrossed 
bill “to establish an additional land office in the ter. 
ritory of Michigan,” and a “bill to discontinue cer- 
tain post routes, and to establish others,” were 
reada third time, passed, and sent to the senate for 
concurrence, 

The engrossed bills “supplementary to the act 
for the better organization of the courts of the 
United States within the state of New York,” and 
’ the bill “to authorize the laying out and opening 
certain public roads in the territory of Florida,” and 
the bill amending and supplementary to the act 
“for ascertaining claims and titles to land in the 
territory of Florida, and to provide for the survey 
and disposal of the public lands in Florida;” a bill 
‘to authorize the postmaster general to pay for 
certain repairs to the general post office, and to 
keep the engine house and engine and apparatus 
in repair,” were severally read a third time, passed 
and sent to the senate for its concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Plumer, of New Hampshire, 
the house went into a committee of the whole on 
the state of the union, Mr. Bal/ in the chair, and 
took up the bill to carry into effect the ninth arti- 
cle of the treaty concluded between the United 
States and Spain, om the 22d of February, 1819.— 
The bill being reported in the house, the amend- 
ments were concurred in; and beingengrossed, was 
ordered to a third reading, passed and was sent to 
the senate for concurrence. 

The house then went into committee, Mr. Con- 
dict in the chair, on the bill for the relief of James 
Ross, a bill for the relief of James H. Clarke; a bill 
for the relief of John Coffee. These bills were 
passed in committee without amendment, though 
not without some warm discussion on them, When 
reported in the house, the bill for the relief of 
James Ross was laid on the table; the bill for the re. 
lief of James H. Clarke, and the bill for the relief 
of John Coffee, were ordered to be engrossed for’ 
a third reading to-day, and were read a third time, 
passed and sent to the senate for concurrence, 

The house again went into committee, Mr. //ild 
in the chair, on the bill “to authorize the commis- 
sioner of the genéral land office to remit the in- 
stalments due on certain lots in Shawneetown, in 
the state of Illinois.’ The bill was reported, order- 
ed to be engrossed, and read a third time, passed and 
sent to the senate for concurrence. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr, Richin the chair, on the bills for 
the relief of Thaddeus Mayhew, for the relief of 
Nathan Branson, for the relief Mahlon Ford’s repre- 
sentatives; which were reported, ordered to be en. 
grossed, and severally read a third time, passed and 
sent to the senate for concurrence. 

The house again went into committee, Mr. ail. 
werth in the chair, on the bills for the relief of John 
Jenkins; for the relief of Woodson Wren; for the 
relief of Jacintha Vidal, and others; for the relief 
of the heirs and legal representatives of William, 





ing to-day, and were read a third time, passed and 
sent to the senate for concurrence; and the fourth 
bill was ordered to lie on the table, 

The house then again went into committee, Mr. 
Lathrop in the chair, on the bill granting to the cor- 
poration of Mobile certain lots of ground; a bill for 
the relief of James Smith; a bill for the relief of 
James Royal; a bill for the relief of persons who 
have paid duties on goods imported into Castine. 
When these bills were reported, the three first of 
which were gone through in committee, the last 
being only partially acted upon. 

The three first of the above preceding bills were 
severally ordered to be read a third time to-day— 
the latter bill being excluded from decision. 

An unsuccessful] motion was made by Mr. Wiiliam- 
son to discharge the committee of the whole from 
the further consideration of the bill for the relief of 
persons who heave paid duties on goods imported 
into Castine. 

The Speaker Said before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting sundry 
statements, in rc‘ation tothe operations of the mint 
of the United S:ates, during the year 1822, which 
was read and ordere to lie on ihe table, 

The following ‘<ssage wes reccived from the 
president of the Unit: 
I transmit tothe | representatives a re- 
port from the secreiary c! siate, made in pursuance 
of that resolution of the 2ist January iast, request- 
ing the president of the United States to cause to 
be arranged and laid before the house, a digest, 
shewing such changes in the commercial regula- 
tions of the different foreign countries with which 
the U. States have intercourse, or shall have’ been 
adopted and come to the knowledge of the execu- 
tive subsequently to the formation of the digest 
communicated to the senate onthe 7th December, 
1819. JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, 27th Feb. 1823. 

fags message was read and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The engrogsed bills for the relief of James Royal, 
a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Jacintha Vidal, Thomas Thompson, and Margaret 
Thompson, were each read a third time, passed and 
sent to the senate for concurrence. 

[Previous to the reading of these last bills, it 
was ascertained that the senate had adjourned; and, 
on the question being put to the speaker, it appear- 
ed to be his opinion that no bill, now passed, could, 
under the rule, be sent to the senate. } ’ 

A third bill, (for the relief of the legal represen- 
tatives of Wilham T. Nimmo), being about to be 
read a third time, it appeared thata quorum of the 
members was not present; and 

The house adjourned at 11 o’clock. 


Friday, Feb, 28. Several committees were dis- 
charged from the further consideration of subjects 
before them, and several bills were ordered to lie 
on the table, in the course of the sitting. 

The bill to establish an additional land office in the 
state of Missouri, was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Condict, with a view of lessening the great 
number of private bills for the relief of individuals, 
now onthe docket of the house, asked leave to of- 
fer the following resolution: 


Resolved, With the concurrenc? of the senate, That so much 
of the seventeenth joint rule of the two, houses, as prohibits bills, 
originating in either branch of the legislature, being sent to the 
other for concurrence, upon this day, be dispensed with. 

Mr. McCoy, Mr. Tomlinson, Mr. Cocke, and Mr. 


Rhea, each considering the rule which prevents bills 
originating in either house during the three Jast 
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T. Nimmo. The bills being reported, the three 
first were ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 


| 


days of the session, being acted npon by either, as 
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one of the most valuable rules which had ever been 
adopted for the government of that body, opposed 
the leave asked for. — 

On the question to grant the leave asked, it was 
dertermined in the negative; and the resolution, of 
course, fell, leave not being granted to present it. 

Mr. Fuller moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to communicate to this house, as far as the public interest will per- 
mit, what measures have been taken to remove or annul the ille- 
gal and pretended blockade of the perts of the Spanish Main; to 
obtain restitution of vessels of the United States captured by 

vateers fitted out in Porto Rico and other Spanish Islands un- 

ext of breach of the said blockade; and to prevent such il- 
legal and unwarrant@ble captures hereafter. 

The resolution fies on the table one day. 

Mr. Condict offered the following resolution, 
which, being of a character with the preceding one, 
must lie on the table one day. 


Resolved, That the post master general be instructed to report, 
atan early period of the next session of congress, what further 
meastires are necessary to provide for a more equitable compensa- 
tion to deputy post masters, according to the duties and serviees 


rendered by them. 

Mr. Mercer prefaced a motion, to take up the fol 
lowing resolution, with some remarks on the pro- 
priety and necessity of effecting the great and im- 
portant national object contemplated by the adop- 
tion of this measure, &c. 


Resolved, That the president of the United States be request- 
ed to enter upon and to prosecute, from time to time, such rego- 
ciations with the several maritime powers of Europe and America, 
as he may deem expedient, for the eTeetaal abolition of the Afri- 
ean slave trade, and its altimate denunciation as piracy, under 

law of nations, by the consent of the civilized world. 

Mr, .Vercer’s motion of consideration was then 
taken, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 68 

After Mr. Mercer had delivered his sentiments at 
some length, with energy and feeling, upon. the 
general subject of suppressing the siave trade, amd 
on the policy of investing the president of the Uni- 
ted States with the power proposed to be given to 
him by the resolution, 


Mr. Woodson moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

On this motion, Mr. Mercer called for the yeas 
and nays; and this call was sustained. ; 

Mr Woodson, then, at the suggestion of a gentle. 
man sitting near him, modified his motion so as to 
move to postpone the further consideration of the 
motion until Monday next. 

Mr. Hooks moved to lay the resolution on the ta- 
ble—a motion which has precedence and which pre- 
cludes debate. 

The question was taken on the motion to lay it 
on the table, and negatived. 

The motion to postpone the further consideration 
of the resolution was renewed; and, 

'- On the question to agree thereto, it was determin- 
ed in the negative. 

Mr. Wright, of Maryland, then claimed the floor, 
and spoke at some length on the merits of the ques. 
tion involved in the resolution, strongly asserting 
the necessity of adopting some effectual measures 
for the total abolition of this odious traffic. Mr. W. 
spoke with considerable vehemence and zeal against 
the slave trade, but, being of opinion that no con. 
vention with other nations could make the engag- 
ing in this trade piracy, proposed an amendment to 


alter the phraseology of the resolution in this re- 
spect. 


When Mr. W, concluded— 

Mr. Burrows, of Connecticut, required the pre- 
vious question, and in this call he was sustained by a 
majority of the members. The previous question 
was putand carried; and then, 

The main question, (on agreeing to the resolution, 
as above stated), was taken by yeas and nays, and 
cecided as follows: 





sentteadae 
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YEAS—Messrs. Abbot, Allen, of Mass. Allen, of Tenn. Barber, 

of Ohio, Bassett, Bateman, Bigelow, Borland. Breckenridge, Brown, 
Buchanan, Burrows, Cambreleng, Campbell, of New York, Camp. 
bell, of Ohio, Carter, Cassedy, Chambers, Colden, Condict. Conkling, 
Cook, Crafts, Cushman, Dane, Darlington, Denison, Dickinson 
Darfee, Dwight, Eddy, Edwards, of Con». Edwards, of Penn’ 
Farrelly, Findlay, Forward, Fuller, Gebhard, Gist, Gorham, Go. 
van, Hamilton, Hardin, Hemphili, Herrick, Hill, Hohart, Holeombe, 
Hubbard, Inghan, Jackson, Jennings, J. S. Johnston, Jones, of 
Fenn. Kent, Kirkland, Lathrop, Leftwich, Lincoln, Litehfield, 
Little, McCarty, MeCoy, McDuffie, McKim, McLane, MeNeil, 
McSherry, Matlack. Matson, Mattocks,Mereer, Metcalfe, Mitchell, 
of Penn: Moore, of Va. Moore, of Alab Morgyn, Murray, N: ale, 
Nelson, of Mass. Newton, Patterson. of N. Y. Patterson. of Penn, 
Phillips, Pierson, Pitcher, Plumer, of N. H. Plamer, of Penn, 
Poinsett, Reed, of Mass. Reid. of Geo. Rhea, Rich. Rochester, 
Rodney, Ross, Ruggles, Russ, Seott, Sergeant, Sloane. Arthur 
Smith, Alex. Smyth, Wm. Smith, John Speed Smith, Sterling, of 
N. ¥. A. Stevenson, J. Stephenson, Stoddard, Swan, Taylor, 
Thompson, Tod, Tomlinson, Tracy, Udree, Upham, Vance. Van 
Rensselaer, Van Wyck, Walworth, Warfield, Whipple, White, 
Williams, of Virginia, Williams, of N. C. Williamson, Wilson, 
Wood, Woodson, Wright—131. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Bell, Burton, Edwards, of\N. C 

Floyd, Hall, Hemphill, Rankin, Tattnall—9. 
The »ill for the relief of Nimrod Farrow, by a re- 
sort to the previous question, was passed and return- 
ed to the senate. , 
The bill from the senate extending the time for 
locating Virginia military land warrants and re- 
turning surveys, was read a first and second time, 
and, being amended, was ordered to a third reading, 
and afterwards finally passed. 
A bill from the senate to alter the times of hold- 
ing the district court of the United States in Ken- 
tucky, was read twice and ordered toa third read- 


ing to-day and afterwards finally passed 


A committee of the whole took up, on motion of 
Mr. Newton? the bill for erecting certain light- 
houses, and constructing certain light vessels, bea- 
cons, &c. 

A motion to strike out the first section failed, 
and a proposition of Mr. Farre//y, respecting the 
harbor of Presqu’isle, was agreed to, Having gone 
through the bill the committee took up that from 
the senate to establish a national armory on the wes- 
tern waters, and some amendments were made 
thereto. Both of these bills wre finally passed, 

The house acjourned at half past 5 o’clock, 


Saturday, March 1. Mr. Allen, of Mass. from the 
committee of accounts, made a report in relation 
to the state of the contingent fund of the house of 
representatives, under the administration of the 
late clerk, as to advances to contractors, deposites 
of money in banks, &c From this report, it ap- 
pears that advances have been occasionally made 
to the printers and other contractors for the house, 
on claims accruing for work performed; that no- 
thing is due from the printers on account of these 
advances; and that, though the account of the de- 
ceased clerk is yet unsettled at the treasury, noloss 
will be sustained by the United Siates on the final 
settlement of his accounts. The report was read 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of captain 
Johnston Blakely, being under consideration, Mr. 
Walworth moved to insert an amendment for allow- 
ing a pension to Lydia Allen, the unmarried sister 
of the late Wm. H. Allen. After some debate, the 
previous question was required and carried, which 
precluded the amendment and in effect rejected it. 
The main objection to it was the entire novelty of 
pensioning the sister of a deceased officer, the case 
being without a precedent. 

On motion of Mr. Fievd, the committee of inves- 
tigation respecting the sale of city lots, and the ex- 
penditure of the proceeds of such sales, &c. were 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. 

The house took up the resolution ofered yester 
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day by Mr. Fuller, about the pretended blockade of 
the ports of the Spanish Main, &c. : 

Mr. Fuller said he regretted that the session 
was so near a,termination, that it would not be 

ossible for congress to adopt any measure in aid 
of the executive, which might be called for by the 
lawless depredations of the freebooters from Porto 
Rico, to which the resolution alluded, The block 
ade was proclaimed many months since, by some 
Spunish officers, without a semblance of power to 
enforce it, and with the obvious intent of giving a 
color of right to the indiscriminate plunder of our 
commerce in those seas. — 

Privateers had been fitted out at Pofto Rico, dur 
ing the last summer, immediately upon the block 
ade being announced, and several of our merchant 
vessels had been captured, sent in, and condemned 
or, in one or two instances, released, after being 
first plundered and subjected to cost, which re. 
quired the sacrifice of vessel and cargo. The most 
notorious of these legalized pirates, the Palmyra 
or Panchita, was captured by heut. Gregory, of the 
Grampus, and sent into the port of Charleston for 
adjudication. ‘This prompt and energetic act, which 
was supposed to have been in obedience to orders 
from our government, and the appearance of the 
United States’ ship Cyane, in the port of St. Johns, 
charged with a strong remonstrance from the pre. 
sident to the governor of Porto Rico, put an im. 
mediate check to these marauding expeditions. 
But, the Palmyra was released by the court in 
South Carolina, probably through some defect of 
the evidence in point of form; for, lieut. Gregory 
transmitted several depositions, proving acts of 
plunder, which would alone have warranted the de 
tention The moment the release of this vessel 
was known in Porto Rico, the marauding spirit was 
in action; and Mr, F. said he had in his possession 
letters from respectable persons, residing in the 
neighborhood of that island, stating that, from ten 
to twenty privateers were despatched, or in prepa- 
ration to renew their depredations. These letters 
state the cases of the Essex, captain Davis, and the 
Adeline, captain Babson, as captured so late as the 
beginning of January, The former had been plun 
fered, her captain and crew grossly abused, and in 
all respects treated as pirates treat their victims; 
except that, to plunder and abuse, were added the 
mockerv of * trial in an obscure port, were a per- 
son, called a judge, had denied to captain Davis the 
right to read a paper, or to be even heard in his de- 
fence. 

Surely, said Mr. F. such outrages call for prompt 
and vigorous measures; no other can afford any re- 
dress, or quiet the apprehension of our merchants 
and unarmed seamen, and put an end to this sys- 
tem of robbery, ina manner which comports with 
the safety of our commerce and the dignity of the 
nation. He hoped the resolution would be adopted. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

The resolution, moved yesterday bv Mr. Condict, 
for calling on the postmaster general to report a 
system of equitable compensation to postmasters, in 
proportion to the nature of their duties, was also 
taken up and agreed to. 

Mr. Cocke submitted the following resolution for 
adoption. 


& Resolved, That the president of the United States be request- 
ed to report to this house. at its next session, the number and po. 
sitien of permavent fortifications, which have been, or are now 
erecting, for the defence of the coast, herbors and frontiers of the 
United States; distinguishing those on the seacoast in one class, 
and those on each frontier, in like classes; and shewing, under 
proper heads, the state im which each is situated; when began and 
when finished; with the magnitude of eech, if known; the aggre 
gate amount expended in erecting such as are completed; the 
amount of repairs since made; the amount expended on those 
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now erecting, and the estimates to complete the same; to be made 
out by referring. to the work actually done, and to be done; and 
not by merely subtracting the sums actually expended from the 
estimates formerly made; the number of guns, of every cailbre for 
each fortification; the total cost of @ complete armament for each; 
the force required to garrison each in time of ; the same, in 
time of war; noting those actually oceupied, and with what force. 
The resolve was agreed to. | 

Mr. Garnett submitied the following resolutions 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the seeretary of the treasury be 
before the house of representatives, during. the first week of its 
next session, the amount of money received or receivable in each 
state on account of revojutionary pensions; the amount of interest 
received or receivable in each state on the public debt; the amount 
of dividends paid or payable in each state, hy the bank of the Unit- 
ed States; and the amount of the expense on account uf the 
my at West Point, all in reference to the year 1823. 

Resolved, That the secretary of state be directed to lay before 


the house of representatives during the first week of its next ses- 
sion, a list of the factories in each state, in manufaetur- 


employed 
ing for sale such articles as would be liable to duties, if imported 
from foreign countries; the said listto be extracted from the digest of 
manufactures, and such other sources of information as he pos- 
stsses Or can obtain; and to specify, as far as possible, the capital 
of cont factory, and whether it is incorporated, or not, by state 
aws. 


Resolved, That the secretary of war be requested to lay before 
the house of representatives, during the first week of its next ses- 
sion, the number of revolutionary pensioners ia each state then on 
the Praca list. 


bjection being made to acting on these resolves 
this day, they lie on the table... 
On motion of Mr Johnston, of Lon. it was 


Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury cause to be ascer- 
tained, during the present year, the limits and extent of a title 
granted by the Spanish government to John Filkial, in the parish 


of Ouachita, and state of Louisiana, and report the same to this 
house at the next session. 


The report of the committee of foreign affeirs on 
the subject of an act of the British parliament, of 
the Sth day of August, 1822, imposing duties on ime 
portations from the United States into Canada, was 
taken up, concluding with the following resolve: 


Resolved, That the subject be referred to the president of the 
United States, and that he be requested to obtain, by negociation 
with the government of Great Britain, such modifications of the 


act of parliament, of the 5th of August, 1822, as may remove all 
just eause of complaint. ‘ 


‘he resolve was agreed to. mayne 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting, in pursu- 
ance of a resolution of this house of the 8th May, 
1822, a statement shewing the amount of money 
which appears to have stood to the credit of the 
United States, or its treasurer, in every bank in 
which the public money bas been deposited at the 
end of each quarter since the first of January, 1817; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


A message was received from the president of the 
United States, transmitting the following report 
form tlie secretary of state: 

DreartmentT or STATE, 
Washington, 28th February, 1823. 

The secretary of state has the honor of reporting 
‘othe president of the United States copies of se- 
veral papers which should have been included 
among those reported on the 13th instant, in answer 


directed to lay 





to the resolution of the house of representatives, 

| requesting a communication to the house of all the 

|correspondence between the government of the 

| United States and Great Britain, relating to the ne- 

'roctation of the convention of the 20th October, 
11818, but which were then accidentally omitted, 
Joan Quincy ADAMS. 

The message and accompanying papers were 

ordered to lie on the tabie. 


Mr. Metcalfe, from the committee on Indian af- 
fairs, made a report upon the subject of the execu- 
tion of the act of the last session of congress fer 
abolishing the Indian trading establishmeut; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 





Mr. Fuller, from the committee on naval affair. 
who were instructed to inquire into the expedicn, | 








= ” 
eee 


- 
ed 


= aban oa 
= ER SE 


a 
ie eae 


i =a < 


a= 





14 NILES’ REGISTER---MARCH 8, 1825--LIST OF ACTS. 


+ 
—~—— 
to 





_ 





of extending the pension heretofore granted to the 
widow of the late lieutenant E. Smith, reported 
against its expediency. 

The house went in and out of committee of the 
whole on the state of the union on a number of pri- 
vate bills from the senate, the greater part of which 
passed the house, though some of them met with 
strenuous opposition. 

An unsuccessful attempt was made by Mr. Thomp. 
son, of Georgia, to procure the consideration of the 
bill from the senate, concerning the Georgia mili- 
tia claims. His motion to that affect was overruled 
by a large majority. 

At a little after four, the bouse took a recess until 
Go’clock. Meeting again at six o’clock, the house 
sat until past two o’clock; the whole of which time 
was occupied in the consideration of bills, and 
amendments to bills, except that part of it which 
arose from a call of the house becoming necessary 
about midnight. This caused some warmth and 
perplexity. The doors of the house were locked, 
and the absent members sent for out of their beds. 
Finally, the doors being opened, and a quorum ap- 
pearing, the proceedings in the case were dismiss- 
ed. With this exception, the setting, long, arduous, 
and besides being the last evening, was more than 
usually orderly and harmonious. : 

A good deal of time was spent on a small subject 
——a resolution from the senate to re-print the jour- 
nal of the old congress. An amendment was made 
in the house of representatives, to which the senate 
disagreed, the house insisted, the senate adhered, 
and finally the house also adhered, whereby the re- 
solution was rejected. 

In addition to the bills heretofore mentioned as 
being before the committee of the whole on Thurs- 
day evening, when it was announced that the senate 
had adjourned, were the bills for the relief of the 
unmarried sister of the late Wm. H. Allen, and a 
bill for the relief of Penelope Denny, which were 
not further acted upon, as it would have been use- 
less, in consequence of the joint rule of the two 
houses. Many other bills were in the same situa- 
tion. 

Monday, March §. Mr. Cocke submitied for con- 


sideration the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the president of the U. States be reqfested to in- 
form this house, at an early period of the next session, whether any 
member or members of the present or of the ensuing congress, are 
er have been concerned, either directly or indirectly, in contracts 
entered into with any of the departments or government; also, 
whether any members arein arrears to the government. 


This resolution, from its nature, must lie on the 
table one day, unless the house unanimously agree 
to act upon it. Objection being made to acting 
upon it, the rule took effect, and it was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Cocke moved to suspend the rule which has 
this operation; but the motion was decided in the 
negative. 

Mr. Hill, of Maine, submitted for consideration 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this house be pre- 
sented to the hon. P. P. Barnovur, for the promptt- 
tude, assiduity and ability with which he has ad- 
ministered the duties of the chair during the pre- 
sent session. 

Mr. Allen, of Mass. suggested the insertion of the 
word “impartiality” after the word “assiduity;”’ to 
which amendment Mr. Hill assented. 

Thus modified, the resolution was unanimously 
agreed to. Whereupon— 

The Speaker, (Mr. Barbour), rose and delivered 
to the house the following address: 

To receive the approbation of our country is, at 
all times, the highest reward which can be bestow. 





=a 
ed upon a citizen in the public service; to receive 


the expression of that approbation from the repre. 


sentatives of the people, with whom it has been 
my fortune to act, gives to it, in my estimation, an 
increased degree of interest; but when, in addition 
to this, I recollect that this is the second occasion on 
which f have received this high mark of confidence 
from the same house of representatives, from gentle. 
men with whom, for two successive sessions, I have 
been associated in legislation, it inspires me with the 
deepest sense of gratitude. I have nothing to offer 
ycu, but my sincere thanks, in return for this renew. 
ed evidence of your good opinion, as well as for the 
kind indulgence with which you have supported 
me in the discharge of my official duties. There 
are few stations in civil life of a character either 
more important or more difficult than that of the pre- 
siding officer of this house. On your deliberations 
essentially depend the prosperity of this extensive 
and extending confederacy; in their progress, the 
most novel and perplexing questions are frequently 
presented for the instantaneous decision of your 
Speaker; and the duties which, in general, apper- 
tain to his office, involve, in themselves, the highest 
degree of responsibility. In such a situaticn, to be 
able to command success is the attribute of no man 
—to endeavor to deserve itis within the reach of 
all: that endeavor I am conscious of having earnest- 
ly made; and, to the pleasure arising from that con- 
sciousness, the resolution which you have just pas- 
sed, adds to the gratification of believing that my 
efforts, in this respect, have not been altogether 
fruitless, 

We are now, gentlemen, about to close the labors 
of the seventeenth congress, If trust that, upon a 
review of its measures, it will be found, by our con- 
stituents, that, however we may have differed in 
opinion in relation to the means, we have all had 
in view one great, one common end—the promotion 
of the general welfare. 

We are soon, gentlemen, about to separate; ma- 
ny of you, perhaps, I may never meet again. May 
you long live to enjoy the rewards of your past 
services, and to render others to a grateful coun- 
try. 

After interchanging the usual civilities with the 
president and the senate, the Speaker adjourned the 
house, sine die. 


LIST OF ACTS 


Passed at the second session of the seventeenth con- 
gress of the United States, 


An act for laying out and making a road from the 


} Lower Rapids of the Miami of lake Erie to the west- 


ern boundary of the Connecticut Western Reserve. 

Providing for the examination of the titles to land 
in that part of Louisiana situated between Rio Hondo 
and the Sabine river. 

To provide forthe appointment of an additional 
judge for the Michigan territory, and for other pur- 
poses, 

In addition to “an act to continue in force an act 
to protect the commerce of the United States, and 
punish the crime of piracy,” and also making fur- 
ther provision for punishing the crime of piracy. 

Concerning the disbursement of public money. 

Supplementary to, end to amend, an act entitled 
“an act to regulate the collection of duties on im- 
ports and tonnage,” passed 2d March, 1799, and 
for other purposes. 

To repesl part of an act passed by the state of 
Maryland, in the year 1784, and now in force in 
Georgetown, in the district of Columbia, entitle?! 
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«an act for an addition to Georgetown, in Mont. 
gomery county.” 

Concerning the apportionment of representatives 
in the state of Alabama. | 

To revive and continue in foree certain acts for 
the adjustment of land claims in the territory of 
Michigan. 

In addition to an act for the prompt settlement of 
public accounts, and for the punishment of the 
crime of perjury. 

Masking a partial appropriation for the support of 
government for the year 1823. 

To amend the ordinance and acts‘of congress for 
the government of the territory of Michigan, and 
for other purposes. 

For the better organization of the district court 
of the United States within the district of Louisiana. 

Making appropriations for the support of go- 


-vernment for the year 1823. 


Making appropriations for the support of the navy 
of the United States for the year 1823. 

For the discharge of Joha Burgin from imprison- 
ment. 

Making appro priations for the military service 
of the United States for the year 1823. 

Making further appropriations for the military 
service of the United States for the year 1823, (for 
the Indian department.) 

Making further appropriations for the military 
service of the United States for the year 18253, (for 
fortifications.) 

To prolong the continuance of the mint at Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Further to extend the provisions of the act, en- 
titled “an act supplementary to an act entitled an 
act for the relief of purchasers of the public lands 
prior to the Ist July, 1820.” 


To continue in force an act entitled «an act regu- 
lating the currency, within the United States, of the 
gold coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal, and 
Spain, and the crowns of France and five franc 
pieces,” passed the 29th day of April, 1816, so far 
as relates to the crowns of France and five franc 

ieces. 

: Making the gold coins of Great Britain, France, 
Portugal, and Spain, receivable in payments on ac- 
count of public lands, 


Extending the time allowed for the redemption 
of land sold for direct taxes in certain cases. 

To amend an act, entitled “an act further to regu- 
late the entry of merchandise imported into the 
United Statesfrom any adjacent territory.” 


Vesting in the state of Virginia the right of the 
United States to all fines assessed for non-perform- 
ance of militia duty during the late war with Great 
firitain within the said state. 

To provide for the settlement of the accounts of 
Daniel D. Tompkins, late governor of the state of 
New York. 

Making appropriations for the public buildings. 

For altering the times of holding the district 
courts of the United States for the district of Ver- 
mont, 

For carrying into effect the convention of com- 
merce and navigation between the United States 
and France, concluded at Washington, on fhe-24t? 
June, 1822, 

Respecting stamps. 

Altering the time of holding the circuit court in 
the districts of Maine and New Hampshire. 

Respecting the punishment of piracy. 

Authorizing an additional naval force for the sup- 
pression of piracy. 


To confirm certain claims to lots in the village of 
‘Peoria in the state of Illinois. 

Supplementary to the acts to provide for certain 
persons engaged in the land and naval service of 
the United States in the revolutionary war. 

Entitled “an act to amend an act for the establish - 
ment of a territorial government in Florida,” and 
for other purposes. 

To authorize and empower the secretary of the 
department of the treasury to sell the public lots, 
and other property, belonging to the United States, 
in the district of Columbia. 

To establish an additional land office in the ter- 
ritory of Michigan. | 

‘To discontinue certain post routes, and to estab- 
lish others. 

Supplementary to an act for the better organiza. 
tion of the courts of the United States in the state 
of New York. 

To authorize the laying out and opening certain 
public roads in the territory of Florida, 

Amending and supplementary to “an act for as- 
certaining claims and titles to land in the territory 
of Florida,” and to provide for the survey and dis- 
posal of the public lands in Florida. 

To authorize the post master general to pay for 
certain repairs to the general post office, and to 
keep the engine house, the fire engine and appara- 
tus, in repair, 

To authorize the commissioner of the genera} 
land office to remit the instalments due on certain 
lots in Shawneetown, in the state of Illinois. 

Supplementary to the act relating to the ransom 
of American captives of the late war. , 

Supplementary to the several acts for the adjust. 
ment of land claims in the state of Louisiana, 

To extend the charter of the Mechanics’ bank of 
Alexandria. , 

Appropriating money for the purpose of reair- 
ing the public road from Cumberland to Wheeling. 

To revive and continue in force the seventh 
section of an act supplementary to the several acts 
for the adjustment of land claims in the state of 
Louisiana, © 

Extending the time for locating Virginia military 
land warrants, and returning surveys thereon. 

To alter ihe time of holding the district court of 
the United States for the district of Kentucky. 

To repeal so much of an act passed April 18, 
1806, as limits the price of certain lands in the 
state cf Tennessee. 

To regulate the commercial intercourse between 
the United States and certain British colonial ports. 

Concerning the lands to be granted to the state of 
Missouri, for the purposes of education and other 
public uses. : | 

To continue in force the act to provide for re- 
ports of the decisions of the supreme court. 

To establish a national armory on the western 
waters, 

Supplementary to the act, entitled “an act to de- 
signate the boundaries of districts, and establish 
land offices for the disposal of the public lands, not 
heretofore offered for sale, in the states of Ohio 
and Indiana. 

To authorize the purchase ofa number of copies 
of the sixth volume of the laws of the United 
States. 7 | 

To remit, to the state of Missouri, the postage on 
certain law books. 

For the punishment of frauds committed on the 
departments of the goverment ofthe United States. 

Providing for the accommodation of the circuit 
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in the district of Columbia, and for the preserva- 
tion of the records cf said court, — 

Granting to the state of Alabama the right of pre- 
emption to certain quarter sections of land. 

For the erection of a monument over the tomb of 
Elbridge Gerry, tate vice president of the United 
States. ¥ gents 

For clearing, repairing, and improving certain 
roads, for the purpose, of facilitating the transpor- 
tation of the United States’ mail. 

To enable the proper accounting officers of the 
treasury department to audit and settle the accounts 
of the surveyor of public lands in the states of Mi. 
nois and Missouri, and territory of Arkansas, for 
extra clerk hirein his office 

To authorize the building of light houses at cape 
Rom:in, in Sonvth Carolina, and placing floating 
lights in Delaware bay. 

Acts for the relief o* Richard Hightower; Abra 
ham Snyder; James Reese; Henry Lee; Polly L. 
Campbell, widow of col. John B. Campbell; Charles 
Carr; John B fogan; John Coffee; James H Clarke; 
Thaddeus Meyhew; Nathan Branson; Woodson 
Wren; James Royal; the representatives of Jacin 
tha Vidal; Fhenezer Stevens and others; John By- 
ers; heirs, &c. of Alexander Montgomer¥; Amos 
Nichols; Robert Purdy; Eleanor Lawrence; heirs 
of Joseph Wilcox; legal representatives of James 
McClung; heirs of Johnston Rlakelvy; Edward Evat; 
James Morrison; Nimrod Farrow, Richard Harris. 
and their securities; Robert F Stockton; Daniel 
Seward; Samuel Walker and others, Samuel Hog- 
don; and Samuel F, Hooker. 

RESOLUTIONS, 

Resolution requiring of the secretary of the se- 
nate and clerk of the house of representatives an 
annual statement of the expenditures from the 
contingent fund of the two houses. 

Resolution concerning the Indians in Florida. 

Resolution to cirect the withholding ofthe com- 
pensation of certain prize agents. 

Resolution granting to the Washington library a 
copy of the public «ocuments, 








CHRONICLE. 


Gen. Jackson. It is intimated, in a New York 
pap-r, on the authority of a letter from Washing. 


ton, that gen. Jackson has declined the mission to’ 


Mexico. 

Red Jacket, the celebrated Indian chicf, with 
young Cornplanter and major Rerry, chicfs of the 
Seneca tribe, have arrived at Washington, on busi 
nessa with the government. 

Prince Paul, of Wertemburg, has arrived at New 
Orleans, for the purpose of making a tour through 
the United States. 

North West Coast. A Russian frigate and store 
ship have touched at Engiond on their way to the 
N. W. coa#. with the reported objec’. o° executing 
the famous ukase of the “magnanimous Alexan- 
der.” The U. S. ship Franklin, an able negociator, 
is in the Pacific. 

The pirates. The brig Rowdoin, capt, Carr, has 
arrived‘at Newport, R. I. from Matanzas. Four 
hours after leaving the latier, capt. C. was ap- 
proached by 2 piratical schooner from the laid and 
full of men, rowing fourteen swecps. On coming 
up, they hoisted the red flag, and called upon capt 
C. to strike or die. He was not quite willing to do 
either, but waited until the scoun 'rels had arrived 


within range, when he let Ioose at then. four carr - | 


‘age gunsanda number of muskets. The deck of the 
schooner was completely raked, and she instantly 
hauled off with all possible speed, rowing, howe. 
ver, only three sweens instead of fourteen. Capt. C. 
supposes that he might easily have sun the pirates, 
had it not been calm, which enabled them to escape, 


Fire. A hoviseé at Vandalia, Wlinois, lately erect. 
ed for the state bank, was consumed by fire on the 
27th of Jan. with the books of the bank,the books 
and records of the auditor, and those of the land of. 
fice, all kept therein. This affair must be follow. 
ed by many unhappy events, 

Fires, A cotion manufactory was lately consumed 
at Meredith, N. H. It originated from the picker. 


females were compelled to leap from the windows 


—they were dreadfully injured, but neither was 


killed The loss is estimated at 30.000 doliars., 

At Cahawba, Alabama, a honse took fire in which 
there was deposited 10 or 15 kegs of gun powder! 
The explosion was awful—not a window was left 


whole within a considerable distance; but no per- 
son was injured. 


Earthquake. On the night of the 18th of Nov. 
last, all Chili is said to have been shaken to its 
foundations by anearthquake Very few houses at 
Valparaiso were left standing or so little injured as 
to be tenantable. The people were living in tents. 
About three hundred had been taken out of the 
ruins, and every day other bodies were foun?! To 
add to this calamity, which seems to have been 
general, a famine was expected--provisions were 
selling at the most exorbitant prices. 

A letter dated Valparaiso, Nov. 25, says—“T was 
sitting with some friends in my room when the first 
thing [ heard was the falling of the roof: and, on 
rushing forwards, I found it impossible to stand, the 
earth was in such violent agitation! 1 fortunately 
got into the street before the house fell—the next 
moment the earth was rent asunder, leaving a tre- 
mendous chasm. ‘The objects on all sides, the 
screams of the dying and of the fugitives, and the 
danger which surrounded me, filled my mind with 
the most awful emotions At length I was delivered 
from danger by the interposition of one of my 
friends-.and Ihave been living ever since on board 
ship. Evry twoor three hours there is a new con- 
vulsion of the earth, which communicates itself to 
the vessels in the harbor.” 


Salt water. A person ar Wheeling, Va. has pe- 
netrated the rock seven hundred and ffiy feet tm 
search of salt water. He founda vein atthe depth 
of 440, but not sufficiently large for bis purpose.— 
He bores by horse power, at one fourth of the usual 
expense. At 500 feet deep, he passed through a 
thin strata of stone coal. The rock siill presents 
the same appearance that it did near the surface of 
the earth. 

Virginia. The legislature of this state rose on 
Tuesday the 25th ult. after a session of nearly three 
months. The Pctersburg Intelligencer says—A 
bill which contemplated an annual saving of 20,000 
dollars was lost, it appears, in consequence of a 
cisagreement between the two houses, concerning 
an appropriation of something less than 100 dollars, 
to one of the deorkeepers! 

Salem. “here are 149 vesstls belong to this port, 
whose aggregate tonnage is 29,025 tons. 

Lexington, Ken. February 10. Exchange—170to 
176 <oflars in bills of the bank of the common- 





wealth, for 100 in those of the bank of the U.S. 
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